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The Ladies Ministry of FBC Tomball

The Resolving Christian

"...let us run with patience the race that is set before us..." Hebrews 12:1

It's time for those New Year's resolutions to roll around again. I've think I've mentioned somewhere before
that I've never been too big on New Year's resolutions because sometimes they are hard to stick to, but as a
Christian I think we should all evaluate and re-evaluate our lives form time to time.

Here's some of the biggest New Year's resolutions people make and how we can apply them as Christians.

1. Lose Weight - With obesity a big problem in our culture, losing weight seems to always float to the top
of the list of New Year's resolutions. A lot of people have real problems with their weight. As Christians, we
sometimes have weight issues too. The weight of sin holds us back, slows us down, and makes us unhealthy
in our spiritual lives.

2. Get More Exercise - Isn't that something we all have the best of intentions of doing? Exercising spiritu-
ally as a Christian is even more important. Not only is our exercise good for us and makes us fit, but it has
an impact on those around us. Christ said that we would be known by our love. How will others know about
Christ unless we are exercising our Christianity and doing all we can to show that love to the world?

3. Break Bad Habits - Nobody wants to be around people that have bad habits. Whether it's biting your
nails, tapping your foot or fingers, or even drinking and smoking. You become annoying, and sometimes
unhealthy to be around when you have bad habits. Christians can develop some bad habits too. What about
complaining, gossiping, or just constantly having a bad attitude? No one will want to hang around us either
unless we resolve to change those things.

4. Volunteer to Help Others - This is one of those things that people tend to care about just after Christ-
mas. How about all those people who get caught up in watching every Christmas movie that pulls at your
inner good? I'm sure you know the movies I'm talking about. The premise is that just being and doing good
can change the world. Some people get pulled into that and resolve to be nicer themselves. And hey, don't
get me wrong. I'm a big fan of "It's a Wonderful Life" and "A Christmas Carol" too, and I would love this
earth to be full of nicer people. Unfortunately, the world leaves out the part that only Christ can truly change
lives. Sure, there are good moral people that do great charitable things, but they are empty without Christ.
On the other hand, those of us who know Christ and have a relationship with Him should be the nice ones.
We should want to do the good things. We shouldn't be the Scrooges of the world. Shouldn't a "mean Chris-
tian" be an oxymoron?
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1. Spend More Time With Family - Sometimes it does take the holidays to roll around for us to realize
that we don't spend enough time with our family and loved ones, so I think that's a great New Year's resolu-
tion for anyone. I probably don't spend enough time with my Heavenly Father. This makes me realize |
should pray more and read God's Word more. You know, spend that quality time with Christ.

2. Get A Better Education or Learn Something New - I think that's an admirable New Year's resolution.
Whether it's going back to college or just taking some classes to better ourselves in whatever area it may be in
or even just taking up a new hobby. Bettering our education as a Christian couldn't hurt any of us either.
Really digging into God's Word and finding out what God's Word says on various topics helps to equip us for
life.

3. Reduce Stress - Don't you all wish we could just do that automatically? Reducing stress in our lives
helps us on an everyday basis just to function properly and be at our healthiest. A great way to reduce stress
as a Christian is just to allow God control of our lives. Just allowing Him to be in charge can take all that
stress off of us and put things in perspective.

4. Get Out of Debt - With the economy like it is, I know people are struggling so of course getting bills
under control is going to be right up there on the New Year's resolution list. Aren't you glad that as a Chris-
tian, our debt was paid in full when Christ died for us on the cross? I'm so glad that we don't have to struggle
to pay off our sin debt and I'm so thankful that Christ gave himself freely for us so that we can live forever
with Him in for eternity.

5. Enjoy Life More - In today's society we are so caught up into the busy pace that we do fail to slow down
and enjoy life. We fail to stop and smell those roses. This reminds me that I need to start the year out with a
thankful heart. I need to slow down and enjoy those things the Lord has blessed me with and be grateful for
family, friends, and the wonderful things that have been placed in my path. Christ has done so much for me
and He gives me life worth living.

Conclusion:
I think that those verses in Hebrews 12, 1, 2 can make a great resolution for us as Christians.

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before

him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hebrews 12:1,2

It kind of sums things up for us as what we need to do. I think it's a great New Year's plan for us as Chris-
tians. We need to get rid of the sin that slows us down, and anything that doesn't go in line for us as Chris-
tians. Life is a race and we need to have that mindset to run it to win as a Christian. Also, when we are look-
ing to Jesus, and what the kingdom of God is all about, we are going to be doing all we can to show our love
as Christians, walk in the Spirit, and show Christ to the world.

So, what are you resolved to do this year?
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Sunday Morning
Jan. 3rd-Feb. 28th
A Heart That Dances: Satisfy Your Desire
for Intimacy with God
by Catherine Martin

9:45/Room 411
Led by Alicia Zyblot

Tuesday Morning
Beginning Jan. 19th
Here and Now, There and Then
by Beth Moore
9:30/Room 420

January 25th
M&M's Evening Potluck

6:30 pm; Fellowship Hall
Money Saving Tips
with Kristi Goodman
& Felicia Denny

‘0! Wor's
neeting February 22nd

.. Cor’s  M&M's Evening Potluck
6:30 pm; Fellowship Hall
Tote Bag Craft & Chat

March 22nd
TBA
M&M’s is for all moms of any age, even if you don’t

have children living at home! We have play dates at
the park, special outings & also offer evening dates

Led by Jackie Crowell

Beginning Jan. 12th

Precepts on Precepts, the study of Hebrews part 2 :

10:00/Room 502
Led by Carla Doolen

COOK’S CORNER

Chicken Ole

1 can cream of mushroom soup

1 can cream of chicken soup

1 cup sour cream

2 Tablespoons grated onion

2 cups grated cheddar cheese

12 flour tortillas, torn into 6-8 pieces each
3-4 cups cubed, cooked chicken

70z. jar salsa

Spray crock pot w/Pam. In a bowl, combine
soups, sour cream, onion & 1 1/2 cups cheese.
Layer 1/3 of the following in crockpot:

Torn tortillas, Soup mixture, Chicken & Salsa
Repeat layers 2 more times.

Cover & cook on low for 4-5 hours. (Will not do
well on high.) Gently stir & sprinkle w/remaining
cheese. Cover & cook another 15-30 minutes.
Serve with tortilla chips.

for our working moms. Make plans to join us!

2010
FBC Tomball
Ladies Retreat

Featuring guest speaker

Mindy Ferguson

AFrom where do you

Livingston, Texas

Room Rates
1 per room: $95/person
2 per room: $80/person
3 or more per room: $70/person

Registration begins January 17th!!!

Trinity Pines Conference Center

Fee includes conference, lodging, Friday dinner, Satur-
day breakfast & so6mores

Getting to Know You

Marilyn Pearson

Marilyn is a long time member of our church. She has served in many capacities including teaching
Sunday School & recently as a member of the Pastoral Search Committee.

What is your favorite childhood "church" memory?
My Baptism, | can still remember the dress | wore with the little lamb on the front.

| know you are a serious prayer warroas that been something you progressed into as you grew as a
Christian or something you felt serious about as a child?
| grew into it & more so the last several years.

Marilyn, most of our "first ladies" are unaware you & your late husband, Lee, were missionaries to the
vajo Indians in Arizonawhat was your greatest highlight of that calling?

| was not called to Arizona to be a missionary to the Navajo Indians. | was called to go there to love Lee
Pearson, to be his wife & the mother of his children. It was a privilege to be a part of the work the Lord

called him to do. It is a great blessing to know that Memorial Baptist Church, Chinle, Arizona, which was
incorporated in 1967, still continues today. The mission and purpose of the church was and still is to pre-

sent the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to tell His story to the lost whether Anglo or Indian. | learned to trust the

Lord completely in everything as time after time we had no where to turn but to HIM and HE faithfully

met every need. We saw miracles of provision of land to build a church on, finances to pay for construc-

tion, and fellow believers who became a church family.

A lot of our missionaries are in danger, did you find a lot of resistance to your presence among the Neé
tribe?

Only to the gospel. Lee was teaching as well as being a missionary & wanted to start an Anglo church on

the reservation. After a lot of work we started that church in '73 on the reservation & it still stands today

serving both the Anglo & Navajo people. Lee had an interpreter, Jimmy, who would help him as he

preached since neither of us could speak Navajo.

AYwhat ége \ﬁetrery& '%a(@/etd @( ?logv old were you when you realized you were called to the mission?
| was 5 years old when | accepted Christ as my Savior. | remember coming home from church & talking

with my Dad about it & accepting Jesus.

Lee was called into the mission before | met him. He was in the field 7 years before we married. | joined

him in the mission field 1969 & then we married in 1970. After 20 years serving the Navajo we left the field.

Can you give us some words of wisdom?
To you who are married, | would exhort you to respect your husband as the leader of your home and fam-
ily. The Lord has structured the family with only one head and that is the husband. Our greatest satisfac-

b digncomeswhep we syl?mlt B) aythprity of the Lord and His plan for us.

To those who are not married, | encourage you to seek to know the Lord even more. He is a companion
unlike any other. His strength never fails and His love never dies. ALL of His promises are true.



